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         NARA: RESULT OF HAP MINISTRY
It is a great joy to see those who have come to
know the Lord through the HAP ministry grow
spiritually—Nara is a prime example.  We took
him on a picnic in 2002 along with other students
which resulted is his coming to the Lord.  Now he
stands up in front of the English Sunday School
class and teaches the Word of God with great
authority.  In the church service which he had
planned, he spoke, sang, and prayed dynamically.
What a change has come into his life!  Nara
physically is like Zacchaeus, but his heart for God
is as big as Augustine.  Nara wants “to change his
inner being to be like Jesus”.  His outward life
demonstrates that inward growth.  Previously
quiet and shy, Nara is now outgoing and vocal.
He stands in front of his peers and leads the
worship service held between classes at Grace
English Training Center.  Nara doesn’t want to
waste that time when he could be praising God
and witnessing to the saving power of Christ.  He
describes himself as “a bad man, drinking and
getting in trouble,” but then Jesus changed him.

Nara and Smei live out their faith by renting part
                   THE MUSIC LADY
God put Lou Ann Stropoli into our lives and the HAP
July team through her friendship with our daughter
Kathy.  Lou Ann studied music at Eastman and now
works in Boston while she attends seminary in
preparation for missionary work.  She has gone to
India to teach music seminars in the past and we
were privileged to have her teach reading music to
the Cambodians, both adults and children.  One
method she used was to take a large number of
recorders which she distributed to students and
others.  Cambodians play by ear but don’t read notes
so Lou Ann worked diligently to remedy that.  Her
efforts were rewarded as her students performed
individually and in groups at a concert pleasing all
those attending with their songs of praise to God.
Not only did Lou Ann teach music, but she spent
time outside class with her students, getting to know
them and the culture.  She fit in as she rode her
bicycle, ate Cambodian food, and wore Cambodian
clothes.  Lou Ann became acquainted with a woman
whose daughter lives in Boston a few blocks from
her.  Lou Ann has met the daughter and the witness
goes on.  Isn’t God awesome!
of a house across from the school.  This house is
open to young men who have no place to live.
They feed them from their meager salaries and
are so giving that one evening all they had to eat
was a can of milk mixed with water.  Nara sees
that each person is led to the Lord and he teaches
them to play the guitar so they can serve God.  He
recently wrote that two of the men were attending
a small church where no one else could play the
guitar.  Nara is a living illustration of the HAP
vision—teaching English as a bridge to the
community.
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